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KNIGHTS  LETTER  

JUNE 2014 
Fr. Stanley S. Kromer, O. Carm. 

 Council  11553 * St. Raphael Parish * Englewood, FL 

            GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE              CHAPLAIN’S THOUGHTS 

Dear Fellow Knights, 

 

 Summer is no longer “just 

around the corner;” it’s here!!!  

And I do hope that yours will be a 

restful and enjoyable one.  Many 

people look upon summer as “the 

quiet season.”  I especially enjoy the opportunity the 

summer months affords me to read, relax and reflect.. 

Reflecting on our relationship with God, it seems to 

me, is a bit easier to do during these months precisely 

because there are fewer distractions to cope with….. 

 As of June 9, the day after Pentecost, the period 

the Church refers to as Ordinary Time resumes.  This 

is time in which, unlike Advent/Christmas or Lent/ 

Easter, no particular aspect of the mystery of Christ is 

celebrated, but rather the mystery of Christ itself is 

honored in its fullness, especially on Sundays. 

 We can’t really speak of Ordinary Time without 

speaking of Sunday.  The very seven-day celebration 

of the Lord’s Day is the basic structure upon which 

the Church year is built.  I would ask each of you to 

focus on the Mass and its significance for you as you 

come to church each Sunday.  This so you can appre-

ciate how privileged we Catholics are in being able to 

participate in this supreme act of worship.  Allow me 

to quote a few lines on the Mass from Archbishop 

Pilarczyk’s book “Being Catholic”:   

  The Church expresses its nature most eloquently 

 in the Sunday celebration of the Eucharist.  Here 

 is a gathering of people who have been reborn into 

 the life of Christ….They are together in the Lord. 

 And at their gathering, they hear the call of the 

 Lord as the Lord offers it to them in Sacred Scrip-

 ture and as it is applied to the here and now by the 

 Lord’s priest.  They express their acceptance of the 

 Lord’s teachings in psalms and hymns.  Then they 

 offer themselves to their heavenly Father in con-

 junction with offering of faithfulness that Christ 

 made on the cross.  In response to their offering, 

 Christ gives them Himself in Holy Communion to 

 deepen His life in them and to strengthen them. 

 

                                                         (Cont. on page 2)  

Greetings, 

 

 Thank you to all our ladies auxil-

iary volunteers and brother knights 

volunteering in all work necessary 

to fulfill our busy schedule.   

 The last pasta dinner of the year 

was a success, as always.  Thank 

you. 

 It has been an honor and a privi-

lege to be your Grand Knight.  I will be stepping 

down as of July 1, 2014.   

 Please remember that we support the charities and 

families all over the world and locally.  Recently our 

Supreme Grand Knight, Carl Anderson, met with 

Pope Francis and he thanked the Knights of Colum-

bus for all the charitable work we provide and stand 

for, which is his first priority.  Our Bishop Frank is a 

4th degree Knight of Columbus, who supports all that 

we do. 

 Our next business and social meeting will be held 

on June 5th at 7 p.m. at the parish hall.  Our next 

officers meeting will be held on June 19th at 7 p.m. 

at the parish hall.  The 4th degree meeting will be 

held on Monday, June 2nd at St. Francis at 7:30 p.m. 

in the parish hall in Grove City. 

 Thank you again and blessings. 

 

     Vivat Jesus                        

 

     David Sants                                                        
 Grand Knight                                                        

 Council 11553 
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LADIES’ AUXILIARY OFFICERS 

                                                                

                                         Chaplain                             

Suzanne Walsh (Robert)     President       941-697-9686 

Sue Salveggio (Tom)               Vice President     508-308-1380           

Cathy Sants (David)      Secretary       941-475-6956 

Alyce Brunner (Otto)             Treasurer       941-475-8379 

Dr. Diane Vitalis (Robert)     Trustee 1yr.       941-475-2771 

Faye LeClaire (Jim)       Trustee 2yr.      941-475-2155 

Kay O’Connell (Bill)      Trustee 3yr.         941-475-7653  

                 District Deputy Message 

(Chaplain, Cont. from page 1) 

  

 Wow!!! Thank you Jesus for the gift of the Mass!!! 

 

Father Niles 
 

Chaplain                                                               

Council 11553    

To My Brothers All, 

  

 Have you ever felt it is broken and cannot be 

fixed?  Yet, outside of the sub conscious mind you 

are struggling to make sure your 

worse fears are not coming true.  

Yet, through our faith we seem to 

just get by.  Everyday there is an-

other issue at hand, another call to 

make, another meeting to attend, 

another report to give, another brother who needs 

your help, etc.  I thank God for the able and willing 

brothers who rise to the occasion when called upon.  

Also, there are our brothers who, at times, have just 

had to throw their hands up and say why.  Why 

should I go out to that meeting, why should I offer to 

help, why should I be the one to stand up and speak 

out.   

 Brothers, this jewel of office comes with much 

weight. It comes with a heavy heart.  It comes down 

to, at times, you're feeling like the guy who just wants 

to surrender, but you do not.  You always look at 

things positively and you always look to be the one to 

fix what is broken.  Is your heart broken?  Are you so 

uptight that you just say not me, been there, done 

that?  Or, are you the one that leads by saying:  well, I 

better because they need me.  Well brothers, more 

than ever, the destiny of your council lies in your 

hands and mine.  A council has to have a leader and a 

leader cannot lead alone.  Your council needs officers 

to help put into motion another great fraternal year.   

 When a council faces the point that there is no ro-

tation of the chairs, it's only a matter of time before 

you start to notice a void.  This void is a hole that just 

gets larger and larger.  Soon, major help is needed 

and may not be there.  If I can ask all of you for a 

prayer, a wish and great spiritual help, it is to please 

get involved in your council.  Step up and be ac-

counted for.  Do not be afraid.  Everyone starts at the  

bottom.  Everyone is a new knight at some point. 

Your Council needs help!  It needs you no matter how                               

large or small the task is.  All help is needed.  It is my 

hope and prayer that, together, we can pull this off 

and help save this great council.   

 My obligation is to place people in the vacant 

chairs. This, I promise you, will be done.  If we can-

not pull together, then we must get help from other 

brothers who are called upon by me to help and will 

be ready to serve at my asking.  I am asking every-

body who reads this to come to the next meeting and 

step up.  Your council's legacy is at hand.  I know 

many of you will rise to the occasion and get behind 

my efforts to help.  I feel this is and should remain a 

great and solid council.  Please help me, I really need 

your help. 

 

Vivat Jesus 

 

Michael J. Costanza Sr                                                                                                               

District Deputy #51 

Hello Everyone, 

 

 Our Ladies Auxiliary should be 

very proud of all our accomplish-

ments in 2013-2014.  Our fundrais-

ers have enabled us to donate to 

many charities both at our church 

and in our community. 

 The Fashion Show, Basket Raffle 

and Patsy Kline Show were all fun events that we 

hosted this year.  Much thanks to all who helped plan, 

publicize, work and enjoy each event!  We look for-

ward to another year of great events starting with a 

yard sale in late Oct. at the Tringali Center.  So save 

your unwanted odds and ends for this fundraiser. 

 Our talent show will be Sunday, Feb 15, 2015. 

Jimmy Mazz will be the entertainer.  His signature 

Show is Las Vegas Legends, music through the 50’s 

 

                                                         (Cont. on Page 3) 
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                        K of C Insurance 

                        Reminder  

             Our Next Pasta Dinner 

             Will Be This Oct 17th                

               An Ethical Responsibility 

 
 In March, the Knights of Columbus was named 

one of the World’s Most Ethical Companies by the 

Ethisphere Institute. 

 This is a tremendous honor and achievement that 

all Knights should be proud of.  You are part of a 

fraternal benefit society that puts integrity above eve-

rything. 

 But tremendous though it is, being one of the 

world’s most ethical companies is not just an achieve-

ment; it’s our legacy and our responsibility.  We 

won’t settle for less. 

 We owe it to our founder, to our church, and to our 

members. 

 As a business, the Knights of Columbus holds a 

unique place in the world.  For starters, we were 

founded by a Venerable Servant of God, who, we 

pray, is on the path to sainthood.  How many compa-

nies can say that? 

 It is our responsibility to continue the business in 

the way that Father McGivney intended.  He founded 

this organization so that a caring community of 

Catholic families could come together and protect 

widows and orphans from financial devastation upon 

the death of the bread winner.  Our mission remains 

the same 132 years later.   

 From our founding to the present day, we are and 

have been an unapologetically Catholic company. 

For us, this means that we must conduct our business 

in accordance with Catholic principles.  We have es-

tablished a strict screening process for our invest-

ments, and we refuse to invest in companies that deal 

in abortions, contraception, human cloning, embry-

onic stem cell research, for-profit health care that 

pays for any of the aforementioned, and pornography. 

 We are an organization by brother Knights, for 

brother Knights. 

 We don’t worry about stock price, shareholders or 

corporate takeovers.  We don’t obsess over profit 

margins and golden parachutes.  We worry about do-

ing what’s right for our members and their families. 

After all, we are brother Knights too. 

 As an agent, I am required to sign a Code of Eth-

ics, which is modeled after the Ten Commandments. 

Among its commandments is “Thou shall present, 

honestly and accurately, all the facts necessary to en-

able a member to make an informed decision.” 

 “Our fraternal ties to our members,” it goes on to  

say, makes it more incumbent on us, in our dealings 

with them, to assure that their interests are uppermost 

in our minds as we provide solutions to their financial 

needs.. 

 It all boils down simply to the golden rule — Do 

Unto others as you would have them do unto you.” 

 After all, we are our brother’s keeper. 

 That’s our commitment to you.  And that’s our 

commitment to conducting our business in line with 

Church teaching and in line with the vision of our 

holy founder. 

 We are honored that the Ethisphere Institute has 

acknowledged that commitment. 

 Discover the benefits of doing business with one 

of the World’s most ethical companies.  Contact me 

today to set up an appointment. 

 

Brent Labreche, FICF 

 

General Agent SWFL 

 

239-947-3386 

 

brent.labreche@kofc.org  

(Ladies Aux, Cont. from page 2) 

 

by Dean Martin, The Rat Pack, Bobby Darin and 

more.  You won’t want to miss this. 

 We always enjoy working along side our Knights 

at the Pasta Dinners, greeting and serving our custom-

ers who keep returning for the awesome gourmet 

dinner.  October 17th is the first dinner after the sum-

mertime break.   

 We would like to welcome our newest member, 

Diane Richardson.  It’s great to see our Ladies Auxil-

iary grow and we welcome new ladies to join us. 

 Thanks go out to Suzanne Walsh for being a shep-

herd for our auxiliary as President in 2014.   

 

 Have a safe and  happy summer! 

 

Sue Salveggio 
 

President 2014-2015  
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2013 - 2014   COUNCIL  OFFICERS 

 
CHAPLAIN    Fr Niles Gillen                  941-485-3673 

GRAND KNIGHT  David Sants (Cathy)           941-475-6956 

DEPUTY GK   Vacant 

CHANCELLOR   Steve West (Joan)         941-473-4987 

FIN SECRETARY    Tom Salveggio (Susan)       508-308-1380c 

TREASURER   Joe Gerovac (Barbara)  231-499-1425c 

RECORDER      Jim LeClaire (Faye)         941-475-2155 

WARDEN    Bob Foley (Mary)             941-474-5831 

ADVOCATE    Jack Seiler (Sue)                 941-493-2542                 
LECTURER    Jack Maddigan (Mary)  941-473-2038   

INSIDE GUARD           Harold Barette (Rozetta)   231-238-8325c 

OUTSIDE GUARD  Bill Dundon     941-525-3116 

TRUSTEE (3 YEAR) Bill O’Connell (Kathleen)  941-475-7653 

TRUSTEE (2 YEAR) Vacant 

TRUSTEE (1 YEAR) Irving Medina (Stella)   941-475-3242  

 

 

District Deputy     Mike Costanza (Kelly)       941-400-7416 

Faithful Navigator     Leo Szafranski                    941-468-7945c 

 

 
                                               DIRECTORS 
 

Church             St Raphael     941-474-9595 

Community       Jim Powell (Terri)         941-474-3520 

Respect Life       Jack Seiler (Sue)                 941-493-2542 

Council/Pasta Din David Sants (Cathy)  941-475-6956 

Historian       Tom Blanding (Kathy)  941-474-3083 

Membership   Vacant                                             

Newsletter    Jack Hardman (Jackie)    941-474-7828     

Tootsie Roll Drive John Knapke (Barbara)  941-474-8843     

                      

                                                            c= cell phone 

 Blood Drive Schedule 

               2014 

 July 20 St Raphael               

                                   CURRENT SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Date       Time               Day 

 

                                                         June 2014 
 

05   7:00 P. M..              Thu            K of C Bus/Social Meeting @ the PAC 

08            Sun     Pentecost 

14                           Sat     Flag Day 

15            Sun     Father’s Day 

19   7:00 P.M.      Thu     Officers/Directors Meeting @ the PAC                                         

     
                                         
    

                   Special Editor’s Note 

 

 This will be my last year doing the K of C 

11553 Newsletter and Photo Addendum.   

This June edition is the last one.  We are look-

ing for one of our  members to step up to take 

my place as I will be leaving for personal rea-

sons. The next issue for this person would be 

the September Issue.  This person should have 

good computer skills and the ability to tackle 

small problems.   

     I will be available to help this person at 

times convenient for the both of us.   

     If interested please feel free to contact me 

at the following: 

 

Tel:          941-474-7828 

Email:     jhardman5@verizon.net                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                     

Thank You, 

 

Jack Hardman, Editor 

K of C 11553 Newsletter 
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      “Happy Birthday” to Our Brother Knights                                      

                     for the Month of  June 

Edward Kordenbrook  June 01 

Albert Mignemi    June 07 

Joseph Krupinski   June 08 

David Krum     June 09 

Thomas Di Natale   June 19 

John Brower     June 20 

John Coakley     June 23 

Danny Wear     June 24 

James Conlon     June 25 

William Patterson   June 25 

                    FLAG DAY—JUNE 14 

                 The History Of Flag Day 
 
 The Fourth of July was traditionally celebrated as 

America’s birthday, but the idea of an annual day spe-

cifically celebrating the Flag is believed to have first 

originated in 1885.  BJ Cigrand, a schoolteacher, 

arranged for the pupils in the Fredonia, Wisconsin 

Public School, District 6, to observe June 14 (the  

108th anniversary of the official adoption of the 

Stars and Stripes) as ‘Flag Birthday’.  In numerous 

magazines and newspaper articles  and public ad-

dresses over the following years, Cigrand continued 

to enthusiastically advocate the observance of  

June 14 as ‘Flag Birthday’ or ‘Flag Day’. 

 On June 14, 1889, George Balch, a kindergarten 

teacher in New York City, planned appropriate  cere-

monies for the children of his school, and his idea of 

observing Flag Day was later adopted by the State 

Board of Education of New York.  On June 14, 1891, 

the Betsy Ross House in Philadelphia held a Flag 

Day celebration, and on June 14 of the following 

year, the New York Society of the Sons of the Revo-

lution celebrated Flag Day. 

 Following the suggestion of Colonel J Granville 

Leach (at the time historian of the Pennsylvania Soci-

ety of the Sons of the Revolution), the Pennsylvania 

Society of Colonial Dames of America on April 25, 

1893 adopted a resolution requesting the mayor of  

Philadelphia and all others in authority and all private 

citizens to display the Flag on June 14th.  Leach went 

on to recommend that thereafter the day be known as 

‘Flag Day’, and on that day, school children be as-

sembled for appropriate exercises, with each child 

being given a small Flag. 

 Two weeks later on May 8th, the Board of Manag-

ers of the Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the Revo-

lution unanimously endorsed the action of the Penn-

sylvania Society of Colonial Dames.  As a result of 

the resolution, Dr. Edward Brooks, then Superinten-

dent of Public Schools of Philadelphia, directed the 

Flag Day exercises be held on June 14, 1893 in Inde-

pendence Square.  School children were assembled, 

each carrying a small Flag, and patriotic songs were 

sung and addresses delivered.  

 In 1894, the governor of New York directed that 

the Flag be displayed on all public buildings.  With 

BJ Cigrand and Leroy Van Horn as the moving spir-

its, the Illinois organization, known as the American 

Flag Day Association, was organized for the purpose 

of promoting the holding of Flag Day exercises.  On 

June 14, 1894, under the auspices of this association, 

the first general public school children’s celebration 

Flag Day in Chicago was held in Douglas, Garfield, 

Humboldt, Lincoln, and Washington Parks, with 

more than 300,000 children participating. 

 Adults, too, participated in patriotic programs.   

Franklin K. Lane, Secretary of the Interior, delivered 

a 1914 Flag Day address in which he repeated words 

he said the Flag had spoken to him that morning:  “I 

am what you make me; nothing more.  I swing before 

your eyes as a bright gleam of color, a symbol of 

yourself.” 

 

How will you spend eternity?  

  Smoking or Non-smoking?  
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         Last K of C 11553 Pasta Dinner for the Year 2013-14 

Ben Rose and his partner, Lucinda, of Ben’s Barber- 

shop, take out some pasta at our last Pasta Dinner 

on May 16. 

This lady won the first 50/50 drawing at the last 

K of C 11553 Pasta Dinner on May 16. 

This table always has the nice bibs to protect them- 

selves.  We appreciate regular customers like these. 

Here we have brothers Earl Newton (L) and John 

Reynolds who are taking care of the water and soft 

drinks. 

Father Mark stops to talk to this table.  He gets 

around to chat with a number of the people during 

the evening. 

Father Niles, Chaplain of our K of C 11553, has din-

ner with members of the K of C and Ladies Auxiliary. 
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Aubuchon, James 

August, Richard 

Bandy Sr, Leon+ 

Barette, Harold 

Blanding, Thomas 

Boyle, Hugh 

Bozcar, Shirley 

Brodeur, Leonard 

Brower, John 

Brown, Thomas 

Bush, Gregory 

Caron, Paul 

Caulder, Bruce 

Charleson, James 

Coakly, John 

Conlon, James 

Connary, Larry   (L) 

Coull, Ian 

Cousineau, Wilford (L) 

Crook, Richard  (L) 

Deshaies, Albert 

Dundon, William 

Englehart, George 

Ewles, Howard 

Faro, Thomas 

Farrell, Ed 

Fortunato, Stephen 

Fry, Michael 

Garlasco III, Christopher 

Gerovac, Joseph 

Giel, John 

Giroux Jr, Arthur (L) 

Godlewski, Robert  (L) 

Gokey, John 

Gregory, John 

Hanson, Harrison 

Hanyak, James 

Hardman, John (L) 

Hefton, Jim 

Heissenbuttel, Eugene(L) 

Horgan, Timothy 

Houston, William 

Kelley, Robert 

Kelly, Thomas 

Keough, Thomas 

Kleinlein, Kenneth 

Knapke, John 

Krum, David 

LeClaire, James  (L) 

LeClerc, Leon  (L) 

Lusk, Richard 

Maddigan Jr, John 

McDonald, Bruce 

McGinnis, Donald 

McWha, Bill 

Melideo, Thomas 

Mignemi, Albert 

Miller, Margaret 

O’Connell, C. William 

Mroczkowski, Gerald 

Neumann, Henry 

Newton, Earl 

Ouellette, Raymond 

Parker, Stanley 

Patterson, William 

Pesa Peter 

Planeta, Edward 

Powell, James 

Powell, Terri 

Reynolds, John 

Roaen, Leonard  (L) 

Saje, Norbert 

Sampson, Donald 

Sapiano, Charles 

Scott, Eileen 

Seiler, Jack  (L) 

Sierocuk, Marion 

Simone, Martin 

Spagnolo, Joseph  (L) 

Stroer, Dennis 

Toenjes, Karl 

Turnock, James 

Vendetta, John 

Vitalis Sr, Robert 

Wallace, Florence 

Walsh, Robert 

Weatherhead, Edward 

Webber, Stretch 

Wendlandt, Ronald 

Wenner, Emil 

Wilson, Leslie 

Zor, Frank  (L) 

Zuk, Kenneth 

 

L=Life Member 

            Newsletter Boosters-2013-14 

 K of C 11553 Receives Three Awards-State Convention: May 23-25, 2014  

This year our Council 11553 received 3 awards at the State Convention in Orlando on May 23-25, 2014.  Bro- 

ther Harold Barette and his wife, Rozetta, collected 2500 lbs. of food to win this plaque and a $500 gift to the 

Council from the Supreme Council.  Also, our Council received two awards from the state for its Newsletter 

which was published monthly, September through June.  The awards are pictured above. 
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                                 K of C 11553 Highlights—Year 2013-14 

Our Knights are ready for the Annual Englewood La-

bor Day Parade on September 2, 2013. 

Father Mark blesses some dogs at the K of C annual 

blessing of the animals on October 6, 2013. 

Father Mark, Bishop Frank and Father Adrian attend 

the K of C Clergy Appreciation Dinner on Jan 24,  

2014. 

Ken Zuc and his wife, Mary Ann, collect money at 

the K of C Tootsie Roll Drive on Feb 22, 2014 at 

Publix.  Two donors appear in the photo. 

These Irish Dancers appeared at our K of C annual 

St Patrick’s Day Gala on March 13, 2014.  They 

danced to a full house. 

Father Mark (L) celebrates his 25th anniversary of 

his priesthood on March 23, 2014.  Father Jim from 

Naples helps him out. 


